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MESSAGE FROM THE MANSE
Dear Friends,
Despite my lack of sportiness, the World Cup has been a
feature event of my summer! I have not assiduously
watched every England game, but I have caught a few
fragments of matches and what I have seen confirms the old
adage that a game of football is twenty two people running
around a field in need of a rest, watched by thousands who
could do with the exercise! In fact, of course, the principle is
the same for every spectator sport (with the possible
exception of Darts, where the players could often do with
some exercise too! - But who am I to speak?).
I am very glad that Christianity is not a spectator sport.
Christians are all participators, we are all involved in the
great work of the Gospel, being the people of God in the
world. It was not always like that, however; in the mediaeval
church, the congregation were regarded as spectators whilst
the clergy and the monks performed the sacred mysteries at
the front of the church, often behind a screen which formed
a very tangible barrier between the sacred and the secular.
Jesus saw no such separation and criticised those who tried
to make one – the story of the Good Samaritan is a great
example of this. The very people who ought to have helped
the man lying, left for dead by robbers in the road, the priest
and the levite, the holy men of Israel, walked on by. The
sting in the tail was that the one who did finally help him was
a Samaritan, the least likely! The priest and the levite no
doubt had good religious reasons for not defiling themselves
with a man who was left for dead; but Jesus' point was that
they, by ignoring his plight, they were not doing the work of
the God they professed to serve, they were not being a
neighbour to the man. The example of Godliness was given
by the least Godly (in the eyes of the Jews of the day), a
despised Samaritan.
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That separation between the sacred and the secular, the
holy and the ordinary is not part of our church life today
– at least it shouldn't be! One of the great truths to come
out of the Reformation was the concept of 'the
priesthood of all believers'. Not that we are all priests,
but we collectively share a priesthood, each playing our
part in it. The role of a priest in the Old Testament was
to represent the people before God and represent God
to the people, a mediator if you like. The supreme
example of that kind of mediation is Jesus Christ, whom
the writer of Hebrews calls 'our great High Priest'.
Today, the church is called to continue that work.
St Paul says that the church is 'the body of Christ', in
other words, the church continues the work Jesus began
and every one of us has a part in it. To play our part we
are called to make use of our particular skills, abilities,
vulnerabilities and limitations in the work of God. Like a
team of footballers, where each player has his role, a job
to do, a man to mark, a place to be when a goal is near;
we too are called to use all that we have and are to
represent Christ to the world and also to bring the world
to him in prayer. There are no spectators in the church:
ministry and mission are the work of us all and we use
all our gifts to represent our Lord as faithfully as possible
in every situation.

God bless,
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WOODBRIDGE FAMILY NEWS
In early July, just as I am about to agree with Martin and thank
him for his article about the absence of insects, I read that our
friends in the environs of Framlingham can record a pretty high
count. It’s true that since the hotter weather arrived there are
more bees, hoverflies and other beneficial insects, together
with more unwelcome aphids, however, few butterflies are yet
fluttering and I can count on one hand the ladybirds seen this
year. So, this is really a plea to all who have gardens, or a few
pots or maybe just a window box, to plant lots of pollen rich,
native flowers next year rather than showy double blooms and
allow a weedy space to survive for egg laying and caterpillar
survival, or for the overwintering of the aforementioned red
spotted friends.
Whilst we all, in our own way, give thanks daily for the
blessings we enjoy, some of our congregation feel specially
blessed just now. Janet and Ralph Chapman became great
grandparents when their granddaughter Keziah gave birth to a
son, Elijah, on 10th June. Keziah is their son Neil’s daughter
and she and her partner Derrick live in South Norwood,
London. Our good wishes and congratulations to the family on
this very happy occasion.
Further congratulations at the other end of the age span.
Peggy Wright celebrates her 100th birthday on 23rd July.
Peggy has been unable to attend the church in recent times
but was a regular worshipper for many years and enjoyed
lunches and other social events. Her large family, along with
the residents of Jubilee House and, as is customary, the
Queen herself, will have contributed to sharing her very special
day. Ivan Jacobs has a way to go yet but he will notch up
90years on 19th September. Ivan is probably our longest
serving church member and still carries out duties within the
church, reads lessons in services and, because he still drives,
helps less able people in the community. Congratulations to
all these friends, along with our good wishes for their future
well being, old and young alike.
In last month’s Link, Monty Guest wrote about the death of Flo
Whiting and her contribution to church life. Flo very nearly
became a centenarian and at 99 years of age was still an alert
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and remarkable lady. The service celebrating her long life was
led by our Minister, Martin, and held at the crematorium.
Members of Flo’s immediate family gave the eulogy, while other
family members and a friend from the church contributed with
readings. A photograph montage was introduced by Flo’s great
grandchildren. Flo’s life in Woodbridge began at the age of 69
and she soon became involved with several caring voluntary
organisations, being presented with a 25 years long service
medal by the Townswomens’ Guild in 1999. Flo’s prowess at
scrabble was legendary and friends from the church made
“scrabble visits” when she was no longer able to come to
church and moved to residential care. Her cheerful presence
will be missed by many, most of all her loving family, and we
send our condolences to her daughter Tricia and all of Flo’s
family and friends.
Another valued member of our church family has, sadly for us,
left Woodbridge for Saxmundham. We have missed Alma
Bartley’s cheerful presence at the church for several weeks
whilst she was ill and it has come as a further blow to hear that
yet another resident of Tanyard Court (quite a sizeable
Methodist community there for many years) must now make a
life changing decision to move away. We send our love and
very best wishes to Alma in her new home at Chantry House,
and we know we shall miss her intercessory prayers and
reading skills in services but also her sound common sense and
judgement in conversation and, of course, her lovely smile.
Friends will, no doubt, take to the A12 in a northwards direction,
in order to visit her.
Regrettably other church members will also have moved house
by the time the next Link is due in early October. They will be
much missed from our congregation but we look forward to
hearing that they are settled into their new homes and hope to
have some news of their surroundings and the churches they
have joined, later in the year. We wish them smooth and
trouble-free removals to their new locations. They are Terry
and Linda Goodchild, leaving Rushmere in order to live nearer
to their daughter, and Elizabeth and Adam Barnes and the
delightful Eilidh who has won all hearts at Woodbridge. In this
case, the news of the safe delivery of an addition to the family is
also awaited.
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Dianne and Brian Clarke, together with their family have
bade farewell to their much loved and nurtured
granddaughter, Lea, in two celebrations of her short life,
occasions which they have described as joyful. Lea’s
enjoyment of life was limited but all accounts of the ups
and downs she and her remarkably devoted family have
coped with, reveal her to have been a great fighter. We
have not seen Lea for some time but have continued to
feel admiration for her parents, siblings and grandparents
for the immeasurable support they have provided. We
ask for God’s blessing on all members of the family as
they come to terms with the great gap left by this very
special teenager.
We continue to keep in our prayers all known to us who
are in special need of help at this time. Whilst we give
thanks for one friend’s successful hip replacement, we
hold in our thoughts other, more fragile, church members
who are coping with complex health problems, in addition
to serious operations. We pray for a return to health and
strength for all friends who are poorly and relief for all who
are bravely coping with great stress. May all feel the
support of God’s everlasting arms.
As the next Link appears, Harvest Festival will be
imminent and a new Methodist church year will be under
way. Many will ponder on how quickly time flies but
wherever or however we spend the rest of the weeks of
summer, may we all feel some benefit, physically and
spiritually, from the warmer days and feel able to enjoy,
as much as possible, the fellowship afforded by the
church family.
Audrey Robertson
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FRAMLINGHAM FAMILY NEWS
Our young people have had a very busy year with exams and
we are always pleased to hear news from them. Helen is
home from University after her second year, and has spent
some time volunteering at Sizewell Hall. This venue
provides an insight into life in other parts of the world with the
African Adventure set up in the grounds of the house. Helen
helped with groups of children mainly from year 6 spending
time on the Suffolk coast away from their homes and schools.
Everyone enjoyed the very warm weather in the beautiful
surroundings.
Congratulations must go to Oliver Campbell, Maureen and
Brian’s grandson, who was chosen as the Student of the
Year at Otley Agricultural College and was awarded a very
impressive trophy. This is well deserved as Oliver has
always been a tremendous help to family and friends since
he was a young boy and loves nothing more than being busy
in the open air. We wish him every success and happiness
in his chosen career.
Hannah Grogan too deserves our congratulations as she has
completed her Duke of Edinburgh Award by undertaking the
final expedition last weekend. She walked 36k carrying full
kit in hot weather. This is a great achievement for Hannah
who has not enjoyed the best of health recently.
The Chocolat Cameo sessions have been really enjoyed by
those who took part. Personally my only disappointment was
that more of our fellowship were unable to join the group as
there was so much food for thought within the discussions
and sharing together is really special.
With another school year having come to an end the Open
The Book Team will have a rest for a couple of months. The
children at the primary school are a delight and so
cooperative and we are assured that they look forward to
these assemblies.
Our new church leaflets are ready for distribution and these
will be delivered around the town at the beginning of
September. Margaret Pickard was formally welcomed into
our membership during the Cafe worship service and we look
forward to sharing fellowship with her.
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ORFORD FAMILY NEWS
We are pleased to know that Audrey Bantoft has
returned home after a prolonged spell in Ipswich Hospital
– we wish her prayerful best wishes.
At the invitation of the Orford Parish Council our church
was represented at the Annual Parish Meeting when
Stephen Caley gave a report of the services, activities
and events held during the 12 months prior to the Annual
Meeting. The Chair of the Council warmly
acknowledged the contribution of our church to the well
being of the Town and community.
The 116th Anniversary of the opening of the present
Chapel building was wonderfully celebrated. Rev.
Stephen Yelland was our preacher with a good number
of friends sharing the occasion. In Orford tradition
everyone stayed for a delightful lunch – leaving with the
echo of praise and thanksgiving. Interesting to know that
after the opening and dedication of the building in 1902
there was a grand Tea Party!
We were delighted that many friends, some 40 or so,
from near and far came together for our very first
Summer Tea Party which was held on Sunday 24th June
in Sudbourne Village Hall. The tables were laden with
sandwiches, scones, cakes and much more – tea pots
were filled and refilled and cooler drinks available too. A
very belated 40th birthday cake (Liovet and Louise) was
also shared. Children played whilst adults chatted away
– and put their minds to the ‘brain teasers’ provided. In
all a very happy, enjoyable and successful event. Our
many thanks to all those who helped – Stephen Y, Karen
& George, Laurian, Irene, Liovet, Angus, Louise, Pam &
Stephen. Thanks too to Michelle who provided many of
the cakes.
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The July ‘after Sunday service Picnic Lunch’ was
appreciated by all in attendance –with an opportunity to
indulge in ice cream & strawberries!

POPPY FESTIVAL
Alongside the amazing support received from Poppy
Knitters it has been decided to hold a Poppy Festival to
mark the 100years of the end of the 1st World War. The
Festival will be held on Saturday, Sunday and Monday,
27th – 29th October. There are lots of developing ideas
and further contributions/ideas toward the Festival are
most welcome. Proceeds together with the continuing
sale of knitted poppies will go to The Royal British
Legion and Help for Heroes.

Note from Editor:
After consideration and to be in line with Alan Road
Methodist Church, from next year the double Aug/Sept
edition of the Link will move back to Jul/Aug, with the
Sept edition coinciding with the new Church year
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150 YEARS CELEBRATIONS
It will not surprise readers to know that in addition
to planning the arrangements for our forthcoming
services of worship, noticeboards, data protection,
vulnerable persons protection policies, special
events, Churches Together and matters referred to
them by church council and other groups, the
church stewards have been looking long-term. As
the plaque on the front of the church shows, the
memorial stone was laid on 21st June 1871
(although the church first opened for worship in
May 1872). So we shall be celebrating 150 years
of the foundations of our church buildings in 2021
(and perhaps also in 2022). Do have a look at the
plaque at the front, please.
Let’s start with what we have planned for our
services of worship. Here is a date for your longterm diaries: Revd Julian Pursehouse, Chairman of
the District, has accepted our invitation to preach
on Sunday 20th June 2021. The President of the
Methodist Conference has it in their diary for 2021
too. Be interesting to see who the President is that
year.
Q1. Do you have a suggestion as to whom else
we could also invite to preach on or near our 150th
Anniversary?
Other ideas which were mooted when we
consulted the stewards, a sort of “wish list”,
included:
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Several Invited Choirs
Choral Concert with augmented Choir
Musical Concert, orchestral or pop-group
Organ concert (Thurston Wurlitzer style?)
Poetry Soiree
Ipswich Brigades Marching Band or Ipswich S A
band
Safari Suppers
Reading or singing all 150 Psalms
Flower Festival
Methodist Art Collection Exhibition
Churches Together Event
Church Picnic
Celebration Tree planting
Each Church Group to complete 150 events
each
But here is a really big idea: we would like to bury a
Time Capsule !
Q2. So what objects should we place in the Time
Capsule? CDs? DVDs? Memory Sticks? Circuit
Plans? Link Magazines? Weekly Notices? Hymn
Book? Photos?
Q3. And an unusual question: for how long do you
think the Time Capsule should be buried?
Answers to Monty Guest, please

11

Forthcoming Events
Orford
30th ANNUAL QUAY SERVICE on Sunday 5th August –
hopefully with fine weather. Monsignor Father Tony Rogers from
Aldeburgh Roman Catholic Church is the preacher with the
Suffolk Phoenix Band to lead the singing. You are warmly invited
to attend along with a comfy chair too! If the evening turns out to
be a rainy one the service will take place in the Parish Church.
All the usual weekly events continue:
Monday’s Tea Room Open 12noon - 4pm – visit with us –
excellent food and much more – no need to book your table!
Wednesday Lunch served at 12.30pm – bookable for this meal –
BUT PLEASE NOTE: the summer break will take place on
Wednesday 15th & 22nd August – resuming on Wednesday
29th
Inspirational Painting sessions will commence again early
October
There will be a picnic lunch provided after the Sunday Service on
5th August and 2nd September – commencing the Autumn/
Winter Soup and Pud on the first Sunday in October.
HARVEST THANKSGIVING – Sunday 16th September – as
always donations of grocery, produce & flowers greatly
appreciated. The service will be followed by Harvest Lunch to
which you are invited.

Woodbridge
4th August
6th September
15th September
16th September

Treasure Hunt results
Local Preachers Meeting 7.30
Treasure Hunt results
Harvest Festival followed by Lunch
Framlingham

Every Tuesday 9.30am prayer meeting downstairs.
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Are you sitting comfortably? Then I'll begin!
(Who said that?)

Whilst you are enjoying Summer Relaxations - you
should really be getting your brain into good
working order, because - yes, he's back! Barry's
7th annual quiz is on the horizon.
It will be Saturday 6th October before you realise it
- 6:30 pm for prompt start at 7 (and that's the only
prompt there is on the night).
The questions are all easy - the answers can be a
bit more tricky!
Book the date in your diary and begin those
exercises whilst limbering up the eyelids in the
garden these next few weeks so you will be able to
tell everyone "I was there!".
Usual "Ploughman's" type supper, usual excellent
entertainment, usual excellent prizes - book your
teams early to avoid disappointment or the
Christmas rush whichever comes first. Michael will
be collecting names as usual.
Watch this and other spaces for more details as BDay draws nearer.
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THE ARTHUR FAIRWEATHER WINDOW
Any visitor to Woodbridge Methodist Church
cannot fail to notice our one pictorial stained glass
window on the south side. As I have previously
commented, Methodist churches, with some
notable exceptions like Wesley’s Chapel in City
Road, London, are not known for overt decoration
but a greater number, mainly former Wesleyan
chapels, have stained glass windows. The subject
of the window is similar to the style of William
Holman Hunt’s famous “Light Of the World”
painting. This can be seen in St Paul’s Cathedral,
Keble College Oxford and as a stained glass
window in the Central Methodist Church,
Blackpool. This image was clearly a popular
subject in Victorian and Edwardian times and is
based on the text in Revelations, Ch 3, v 20.
Christ is depicted wearing a white robe
symbolising the power of the Spirit upon Him. He
wears another jewelled red robe and there is a
rayed crown of gold interwoven with a crown of
thorns. He carries a two-fold lighted lamp. All
parts of Victorian images had meanings.
When we first moved to Woodbridge in 1976, we
got to know Daphne Reeve, a long-standing
church treasurer; she used to spend time sitting in
contemplation near the window. The window is
dedicated to the glory of God and in memory of
Arthur Robert Fairweather JP (1863 - 1937). This
was Daphne’s grandfather.
Arthur Robert Fairweather Snr was born in
Plumsgate near Framlingham. He and his wife
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had four children including Arthur Robert Jnr born
in 1893. His younger sister, Gladys Toshack, was
still alive and a member of the church when we
came to live in Woodbridge. The census of 1911
shows 18 year-old Arthur Robert was “assisting in
business” as a compositor and bookbinder. This
business was his father’s who was a printer,
publisher, bookseller and newsagent, based at 10
Church Street, Woodbridge (across the alley from
the cycle and video shop). Their London agents
were WH Smith. He became the proprietor and
publisher of the Woodbridge Reporter and
Wickham Market Gazette, both later to be taken
over by the EADT. When Arthur Fairweather Snr
died in 1937, his effects were valued at £6272 1s
4d.
Thank you to all who made suggestions towards
my research, including Doreen Bishop, Ivan
Jacobs, Jenny Archer, Mike Rowland, Audrey
Robertson and Rev David Marshall. It has been
fun linking the Victorian and Edwardian era to the
recent past.
Monty Guest

15

16

17

WOODBRIDGE DIARY
5 Aug

10.45
6.00pm

Rev S Yelland
Orford

All Age Worship

12 Aug

09.30
10.45

Rev S Yelland
Communion
Local Arrangement

19 Aug

10.45

Rev M Dawes

26 Aug

10.45
11.00pm

Rev M Millar
Rev M Dawes

Holy communion with
prayers for healing

ORFORD DIARY
5 Aug

10.30
6.00pm

S Caley
Picnic Lunch
30th Annual Quay Service

12 Aug

10.30

Songs of Praise

19 Aug

10.30
5.00pm

Stephen Caley
Tea Table Service

26 Aug

10.30

Rev M Dawes

Communion

FRAMLINGHAM DIARY
5 Aug

10.30

A Ellis

12 Aug

11.00

Rev M Dawes

19 Aug

11.00

L Cope

26 Aug

11.00

Mr W Glasse
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Communion

WOODBRIDGE DIARY
2 Sep

10.45

Mr L Rokobuli

All Age Worship

9 Sep

09.30
10.45

Rev M Millar
M Finbow

Communion

16 Sep

10.45

Rev M Dawes

Harvest

23 Sep

10.45
7.30pm

LA (Supply)
Rev M Dawes

10.45

Prof D Welbourn

30 Sep

Holy communion with
prayers for healing

ORFORD DIARY
2 Sep

10.30

S Caley

Picnic Lunch

9 Sep

10.30

TBC

16 Sep

10.30

Stephen Caley

Harvest Thanksgiving

23 Sep

10.30

Rev M Dawes

Communion

30 Sep

10.30
4.30pm

S Caley
Songs of Praise
Tea Table Service

FRAMLINGHAM DIARY
2 Sep

10.30

N Glasse

9 Sep

11.00

Rev M Dawes Communion

16 Sep

11.00

Mrs C Almond

23 Sep

11.00

Mrs S Liddell

30 Sep

11.00

Mr W Glasse
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Café Worship

Harvest

The monthly newsletter for the churches in the Woodbridge Mission
Area of the Ipswich Methodist Circuit

Woodbridge, Framlingham and Orford
Minister: Rev Martin Dawes,
13, Grundisburgh Road,
Woodbridge. IP12 4HJ
Tel: 01394 383674
email: martincdawes@yahoo.com
Lay worker: Mr Stephen Caley,
'Andorra', School Road,
Sudbourne. IP12 2BE
Tel:01394 450676

Church Contacts
Woodbridge: Mrs Anne Stevenson
Tel: 01394 385728
email: stevensonanne61@yahoo.com
Church Website: www.woodbridgemethodistchurch.org.uk
Framlingham: Mrs Nicky Seabrook
Tel: 01473 735131
email: nicky@theseabrooks.co.uk
Orford: Mr Stephen Caley (details above)
N.B. Items for the October Link must be in no later than 09/09/18
Please use the box provided in the entrance at Woodbridge Methodist
Church or email to Brian Crowe at:
link.articles@btopenworld.com
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