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Dear Friends,

Christmas is coming! A statement some will greet with cheers,
others, perhaps will be less enthusiastic when they realise how
much there is still to be done. Christmas is both a joy and a
challenge - and not just in terms of the practical preparations, but in
theological terms too.

At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the Messiah
longed-for and unrecognised by the Jewish people, the very Son of
God. We celebrate the way that in a very human baby, born to a
very human mother, God entered the world in a new way. He came
to reveal his loving nature and to offer the gift of full, abundant,
eternal life to the human race. THAT is something to celebrate!
When we put our faith in God as revealed through Jesus Christ, that

but simply because he loves us.

look at the circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus, you can
easily see why the Jews did not (and do not) recognise him as
Messiah. Though we sugar-coat them with tinsel and holly, the
circumstances of Jesus' birth were shocking to polite society at the
time.

Jesus was of humble birth, brought up by a tradesman, a carpenter,
nothing special. According to the accounts of Matthew and Luke,
Joseph was not his father anyway. There is no certainty about who
the father of Jesus might be, except in the claim that it was God
himself. If we accept the miracle of the virgin birth as historical, we
still have to recognise that Jesus was at least conceived, perhaps
actually born, out of wedlock.

Luke tells us that, as a result of Roman bureaucracy, Joseph had to
go to his home town for a census. Arriving in Bethlehem, there was
nowhere to stay, partly because of the crowds of David's
descendants returning for the census, but partly because Joseph's



family would be well aware of the circumstances of Mary's
pregnancy and would have nothing to do with her. The only place
they could find was a stable and that was where the saviour of the
world was born: poor, illegitimate, unloved except by his parents,
amid the filth and stench of the beasts whose home he borrowed.

Throughout his life, Jesus didn't change. He was always a friend
of the poor, was renowned for his associating with 'the wrong sort
of people', and had little time for those who thought they were
important. All factors that led to his betrayal and death as a
criminal, a death that was, in some strange way, for us.

This is the Jesus we are called to follow, though it is sometimes
difficult to tell when you see how respectable we have become!
There are, however, real signs of hope as people and churches
seek to be the body of Christ in their neighbourhood, their
community, their world.

Christians and churches do get their hands dirty grappling with the
problems of poverty, hunger, sickness and death. We get involved
in schools and youth work, community support through a host of
different initiatives, we challenge the tacit acceptance that waging
war is right and support those who are the victims of war. Itis
good to see St. Paul's Cathedral, after a shaky start, making the
values of the Gospel heard by those who are sickened by the
extremes of capitalist excess and also by the bankers and
financiers working in the financial hub of our country.

We often ask 'What are you doing for Christmas?' perhaps we
should rise more to the challenge of Christmas and ask 'What are
you doing for Christ?"

Happy Christmas!

Martin



WOODBRIDGE FAMILY NEWS

Advent colours will be taking over from autumnal hues by the time you
read this copy of Link. During December, the Christmas tree will be
erected and, week by week, we shall be lighting the red candles of the
Advent ring until we light the central white candle on Christmas Day to
celebrate the coming of God's greatest gift to the world. At
Woodbridge, the ring had its origins in the Sunday School more than
thirty years ago and then became part of the main worship during the
weeks of Advent. Ivy and holly with its shiny red berries (wood
pigeons permitting) have always been used to form the ring itself, thus
allowing us to sing the carol that begins “The holly and the ivy are
dancing in a ring” and goes on to remind us, along with appropriate

aid to reflection perhaps among all the other the preparations.

As mentioned last month, family celebrations were taking place during
November to record Golden Wedding Anniversaries and special
birthdays. A Diamond Wedding is more unusual, and we send love
and congratulations to Joan and Peter Bingham who were married at
Hollesley on 3™ November, 1951. Along with those who have
recorded 50 year marriages recently, we wish them more happy years
together. Guests who attended lan Mabbutt's 50" birthday party in
the Octagon on 7™ November enjoyed an evening with entertainment
as well as a delicious buffet. The many medals and certificates of
achievement which lan has accrued over the years, in the face of the
great difficulties which have beset him, were on display and he can be
justifiably proud of all that he has achieved with the constant,
invaluable support of his parents, Beryl and the late Jim Mabbutt.

Well done lan.

Many years ago, someone else in our church shared lan’s birthday
and Phyllis Oliver, widow of Rev Leonard Oliver, our Minister during
the late 1970s/early 80s, was 94 years old this year. A very few days
later, in hospital and with all her sons and other relatives around her,
Phyllis slipped away, after telling her family “I'm going home”. During
their later years Phyllis and Leonard made their home at “The
Paddock” in Muswell Hill where, from their letters, they appeared to be
happy and well cared for. The funeral service took place on 17"
November but anyone wishing to send a donation in memory of
Phyllis can send a cheque made payable (not surprisingly) to “Action
for Children” c/o lan Argent, Oakleigh Funerals Ltd, North Whetstone,
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London N20 ORU. All who knew Phyllis will recall her talents (she
told me once that she was preaching before she knew Leonard),
her kindness, common sense, steadfastness and the great depth of
her faith which obviously never wavered. We will continue to
remember her with much affection. Consolation for her family and
friends will come from knowing that she has already been
welcomed home.

Friends locally are not all as well as might be hoped for. At least
three are known to be in hospital, and more than one elderly friend
has been shaken by falling. Others from our congregation cope
with serious ongoing illness with great fortitude. We keep in our
prayers all who have difficulties causing distress of any kind, those
who are in hospital or confined to their homes, those for whom
Christmas time might be particularly difficult. May all who are in
need of support gather strength and comfort from the help of friends
and from knowing that we do not walk the way alone.

If you are able to join us for any service of worship or other event
during the next two months, we shall be very pleased to see you.
All details can be found elsewhere in The Link.

At our morning service on 4™ December, we shall be remembering
again the women and children who seek the sanctuary of the
Women's Refuge in Ipswich. Members of the congregation are
asked to being unwrapped gifts of toys and toiletries. This winter,
all will be hoping for an improvement on last year's weather. In the
expectation that an afternoon concert might be more appealing than
an evening outin%, the Choir's programme of Christmas Music will
take place on 17" December at 3 p.m. after which we are promised
a buffet tea. This is always an enjoyable occasion. We might also
persuade Martin, who has hidden talents and sings along with his
guitar, to surprise us with a musical offering at some time during the
festive season!

We shall not be producing another Link until that for February, so
we take this opportunity to send our very best wishes for a Happy
Christmas and a Blessed and Peaceful New Year to all friends in
the Woodbridge/ Framlingham/ Orford Section and to all our
readers, nearby and far away.

Audrey Robertson



FRAMLINGHAM FAMILY NEWS

| find it hard to believe that we shall soon be in the season of
Advent. Already 83 shoe boxes, filled and donated by those
who are connected with our church, will be on their way to
Romania. Once again our thanks go to Laurian who has
organised the collection of these gifts for distribution amongst
families who struggle at Christmas. The idea of sending gifts
in this way to children started many years ago but it has
escalated and now the shoe boxes are filled with gifts for the
young to the very old.

The November soup lunch was very well attended and so we
are preparing to put up extra tables for our Christmas
extravaganza one! Jean has kindly said she will come and
play carols and there will be a festive feel to it. | am often
stopped in the co-op and told how much these monthly
lunches are enjoyed and of course the spin-off is that we have
been able to send donations to various charities.

At the last of our October CAMEO meetings Roger and Isha
Hulford came and gave us a very interesting ‘up-date’ talk on
their work in Bolivia and their video showed us the situation in
the cities which give rise to such appalling outcomes in the
lives of the children. Itis hard for us in Suffolk to appreciate
the conditions that are experienced there but of course in this
country we are not immune to the problems, especially drug
use, that face some in our society.

Although the numbers are down at the Guild meetings Laurian
arranges a happy time and interesting guests for those who
attend. The tea is delicious (and calorie packed!) so if you are
free on a Tuesday afternoon you will receive a very warm
welcome.

We can report that Ada has settled at Aldringham Court and
enjoys visits. Nancy has unfortunately had to go to hospital



so we think of her and others who are going through difficult
times.

The Stall on the Wall takes place on 3™ December from 9-12.
This is the time to stock up on goodies for the larder and
Christmas stocking fillers.

There will be a café worship service on 11" December, a
candlelit carol service on 24", and a short Family Christmas
celebration on Christmas morning at 10.00am.

This is the time to celebrate our Lord’s birth and share
fellowship so we look forward to times of joy ever aware of
those who have heavy hearts and feel the pressures of
today’s world.

We at Framlingham wish our friends in our circuit a very
blessed Christmas.

Gay Clarke




ORFORD METHODIST CHURCH

Our people seem to be in good form at the moment - despite
some twangs and ooh's - but that's probably due to the ageing
process!

Marjorie Jones is back on her feet and doing well - back to
Church and Wednesday lunch - a very quick recovery.

We are thankful that Wesley's mate Jim Wallace has returned
after his tour of duty in Afghanistan and wish him well.

The Late Eunice Bellinger - we held a memorial service to
enable local people, who were unable to attend her funeral, to
gather with her family. It was a very 'friendly' service and
afterwards time to chat and reflect. Thanks to Liz & Pam who
provided a delightful Tea (as always) afterwards.

The mild Autumn weather has provided the village with a host
of visitors - and a good many seem to find their way to the
Methodist Church - especially busy is the Monday 'Open
Church/ Tea Room’ - and visitors are surprised to find a
delightful area to rest awhile and enjoy the food on offer. See
the diary page for details of open times!

I hear that a Christmas menu is to be available (in fact, already
commenced in November) and with the Advent Supper,
Wednesday Christmas lunch and Candlelight Tea - it's going
to be a busy time for the kitchen staff!!

We are very grateful to the donor of a new Wheelchair - now
we are even more 'disability friendly' - already enabling one
friend to return to Wednesday lunch!

Orford sends its greetings and best wishes to all for a very
HAPPY, PEACEFUL & BLESSED ADVENT, CHRISTMAS &
NEW YEAR



LADIES FRIENDSHIP GROUP

Dr P. Thompson gave us a brief resume of his background
speaking with Suffolk and Norfolk accents and then a ‘posh’
accent used at ‘buck House’ the familiar name for
Buckingham Palace. He spoke with sincerity of his
experiences as master of the Royal Household and we all

enjoyed it. We will certainly invite him to come again and
continue the story.

Our meeting on 12 December will be the Christmas Party at
pm.

Brenda Dudley

Free Bible Society Christmas Stickers

Have you been annoyed and even amazed by the increasing
secularisation of our UK postage stamps at Christmas? As
opposed to those from other Commonwealth countries!

The Bible Society has available sets of tasteful envelope
stickers (not postal stamps) with the message "Read the
Christmas story for yourself* and a website:
ChristmasUnwrapped.org.uk

The free stickers are available (donations suggested) by
'‘phoning 01793 418330, or for those with mobile 'phones you
can text the word Stickers, your name, house number and
postcode to 60777 or visit the website.



Christmas Morning 2011 at
Woodbridge Methodist Church

10.30am Christmas Family

Service
led by

Rev. Martin Dawes

And featuring

Al LePage
(Actor from the USA)
who will be giving a

presentation of

A Christmas Carol
for Kids'

(based on the work by Charles Dickens)

as part of the service.

All are welcome, there will be no admission charge (though there
will be an opportunity to make a donation to Action for Children)
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‘Al LePage began "acting" by bringing history to li fe
through improvised portrayals of real people from t he
past, first with the National Park Service and other historic
sites and museums from Oregon to British Columbia for over
8 years. He's developed and given presentations, and
written, performed, and produced his own one-man shows,
all in character, specializing in early Pacific Northwest history
spanning from Lewis & Clark to the beginning of Oregon
statehood. He's also appeared on the nationally televised
PBS History Detectives" series over three seasons in roles
ranging from a bartender to Robert E. Lee! He's addressed
the Oregon House of
Representatives as
pioneer legislator
"Robert Newell," and
appeared on OPB's
Oregon Experience's
Road to Statehood
episode during the
Oregon
Sesquicentennial as the
bearded French
Canadian, Etienne Lucier. Oregon Public Broadcasting
produced and will premier LePage portraying "Englishman
Thomas Hutchinson, Traveling Thespian” on Christmas Eve
2010, and will be doing his own shortened version of
Dickens' Christmas Carol as a one-hour radio program on
stations throughout the state. He continues to "live in the
past" each year during the holidays with dramatic readings of
"A Christmas Carol" to benefit charity in the guise of a
fictitious "Victorian Englishman,"” giving them in the same
manner as Dickens actually did, often using the historic script
as well.'

From The Boston Globe
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American Quandary

On our recent visit to New England, Freddie and | were driving up
through Massachusetts and | suggested a small diversion to a
bridge over a gorge with the Connecticut river flowing below.

As we parked the car, we were approached by a group of four
young people, probably students in their twenties.

They explained that one of this group was a Mexican girl who felt
unable to drive her car. She was clearly distressed and unwell.
She was visibly shaking. She wanted someone to drive her car
back to her hotel in a nearby town.

The others, probably American, did not know her but she had asked
them first and they could not help her because only one of them
could drive.

We agreed, somewhat hesitantly it has to be said, to help her but
first said we wanted to take some photos of the river and bridge.

When we returned to the car-park, the Mexican girl was alone with
her car, still shaking and crying.

| surmised that she had had a panic attack, possibly exacerbated by
vertigo from the bridge. She was very happy that someone was
going to help her. The question was: who was going to drive her
back to her hotel, Freddie or Monty?

We decided that if this was an unusual ruse or robbery attempt, it
may be better for Freddie to follow with our car and our belongings
and | would drive the student back to her hotel.

She had a Satellite Navigation system and the drive took about 15
minutes - it seemed longer.

The term Mexican bandits was at the back of my mind all the time.

She told me she was a student studying photography at a nearby
college. She was very homesick too.
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The only time | really got worried was when she started texting on
her mobile 'phone. Was she texting her accomplices? She
reassured me that she was texting her boyfriend in Mexico and
telling him that a kind man was now driving her car back to the
hotel. By the time we arrived, she had calmed down measurably
but was probably still not in a fit state to drive. She thanked me, we
exchanged brief details and | was relieved to walk to Freddie who
was waiting a little way off and observing the scene.

What would you have done? We don't often get a chance to help
someone is such circumstances. Freddie reminded me of the story
in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 10, verses 25 to 37.

Monty Guest

Christmas Tree Festival

On 2nd to 4th December, five churches at Rendlesham,
Wantisden, Tunstall and Eyke are decorating their churches
with Christmas Trees and there is a £2.50 trail on the
Saturday and Sunday afternoons to go from church to
church. There is a poster in the entrance hall. Itis in aid of
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

Peter Carr
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Sewing machines from TWAM to Togo in West
Africa

Kali is a fashion designer in
Togo, a small country next
door to Ghana, in West
Africa. He began his
business making clothes for
local customers, and
designing printed cloth.

In March this year the

church group from

Woodbridge visited his

workshop and met some of
the 15 apprentices he is training. On passing their exams
four will leave this year with refurbished sewing machines
given by TWAM to enable them to start their own businesses
and make a living. Chris Thompson will be taking them out
on his next visit.

From a small project in a tiny shop, Kali is now well known in
the area. When we were there he was able to have a show
of some of his students’ wonderful work, as pictured here.

Helen Macleod
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CHRISTMAS CARDS

Christmas is always a time for thinking of others, especially those in
need. No doubt we will all be bombarded soon by requests for finan-
cial assistance from a variety of places.

This time last year, many members and friends responded positively
to the request to buy a Roof Tile for Ekon School in Ghana and you
will know that a group of ten from our church and friends went out to
Ghana and Togo to see what the donations had been used for.

This year the World Church Action Group have decided to concen-
trate fund raising on three other charities. Over £600 has been sent
to the Siyabone Trust in South Africa and after the harvest festival
events, £633 was sent to MRDF.

The third charity which is missing out at the moment is our own
church's Fund for World Mission which supports, amongst a great
deal of other work, the Methodist church's World Church partners
working in countries like Malaysia, India and Africa.

So once again the suggestion is that:

if you use the pigeon holes at church to deliver your Christmas
Cards and/or

if you send greetings by means of The Link

that the money you saved (first or second class stamps and cards)
can be donated to "The Fund for World Mission".

This will be around £5 for every 10 cards you would have sent. Using
the pigeon holes would also save postage for every 10 cards of £3.20
or £4.10!

If you are a tax payer, the most effective way to give is to make your
cheque out to "Woodbridge Methodist Church", put your cheque or
cash in an envelope and give it to our hardworking treasurer, Colin
Sadler, with a note that you wish him to reclaim Gift Aid from the gov-
ernment. This way your greatly cherished and practically useful do-
nation of say £10 will be worth £12.82.

Thank you!
Monty Guest
18



SUFFOLK HISTORIC CHURCHES
CYCLE RIDE

Well Saturday 10" September had arrived, the five-day weather fore-
cast for the day hadn’t been looking too good however by 8.45 our
church was open ready to receive the many hoped-for visitors and |
was very appreciative to all of the volunteers who took their turn in
manning the welcome table during the day.

Four cyclists from our Church took up the challenge to visit as many
churches they could and at the same time raise as much money as
possible for “The Suffolk Historic Churches Trust".

John Summers did us proud in the number of churches and chapels
visited, 26 in all and cycled 48 miles visiting churches as far away as
Trimley and Wickham Market before returning to Woodbridge where
he had started. Ron Hepworth raised the most money in our quartet
visiting 14 places of worship with a distance of 20 miles travelling out
from Woodbridge to Grundisburgh and Playford before returning back
via Kesgrave. Helen Peats and | decided to cover fresh territory and
put our bikes on the train to Darsham. The first Church visited was
Yoxford followed by Peasenhall, Walpole Old Chapel, Halesworth
and finishing at Wenhaston, however we missed our train at Darsham
so we had to cycle back to Saxmundham. We did however manage
to visit 18 Churches and Chapels and cycled 34 miles.

A few statistics for the day, we had 87 visitors to our Church, our 4
cyclists cycled a total of 136 miles and they visited 76 churches and
raised a total of £600.00 of which half will come back to our own
Church.

Many thanks to all of you who supported the event, the cyclists, those
who manned the welcome table and finally all of you who sponsored
each of our cyclists.

Thank you

Derek Peats
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Woodbridge Church Finance Report

As Colin is away at the time this issue of the Link was

produced there are no financial details available.

THE BARMER DECLARATION

Readers of the Link will remember that when Freddie and | visited
Gabi Aichele in Wuppertal | wrote that the town was famous
throughout the world for two things: Its hanging railway and the
Declaration which the German Evangelical Church issued on 31st
May 1934.

The Declaration is not an overlong document but several parts of it,
all biblically referenced, should be repeated again and again in case
they are forgotten by totalitarian or dictatorial societies - or those
who oppose them.

This is part of the fifth section:

We repudiate the false teaching that the state can  and should
expand beyond its special responsibility to become the single
and total order of human life, and also thereby ful fil the
commission of the church.

This is part of the sixth section:

We repudiate the false teaching that the church, in human self-
esteem, can put the word and work of the Lord in th e service of
some wishes, purposes and plans or other, chosen ac cording
to desire.

I can almost imagine Adolf Hitler going into a rage that such an
influential group, many of whom sadly were to end their lives in
concentration camps, had opposed his plans. Their influence lives
on. His is buried in ash.

Monty Guest
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4th Dec
11th Dec

18th Dec

24th Dec
25th Dec

about!)
1st Jan
8th Jan

15th Jan
22nd Jan
29th Jan

4th Dec

11th Dec
18th Dec
24th Dec
25th Dec

1st Jan
8th Jan
15th Jan
22nd Jan
29th Jan

WOODBRIDGE DIARY

10.45
09.30
10.45
10.45
5.00
11.15pm
10.30

Rev Martin Dawes
Rev Martin Dawes
Rev. Andrew Royal
Dr. David Welbourn
Rev. Martin Dawes
Rev. Martin Dawes

Rev. Martin Dawes
(please bring one of your presents to tell

Rev. Martin Dawes
Rev. Martin Dawes
Mrs. Jenny Archer
Rev. Martin Dawes
Mrs Beryl Mabbut

Rev. David Kemble

Family Service
Communion

Carol Service
Communion
Family Service

Family Service
Communion

Covenant Service

FRAMLINGHAM DIARY

11.00
11.00
11.00
6.00pm
10.00

11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

Rev. Andrew Royal
Rev. Martin Dawes
Mr. Raymond Sawyer
Rev. Andrew Royal
Mrs. Nichola Glasse

Rev. Andrew Royal
Rev. Martin Dawes
Rev. Andrew Royal

Communion
Café Worship

Carol Service
Family Service

Communion
Covenant Service
Café Worship

Rev M Vipond $ %Nichola Glasse

Mr. William Glasse.




ORFORD DIARY

4 Dec ADVENT lI
10.30am Stephen Caley
No Late/Afternoon / Evening Service
11 Dec ADVENT Il
10.30am Jackie Howes
No Late Afternoon / Evening Service
18 Dec ADVENT IV
10.30am Revd. Martin Dawes - Communion
4.30pm CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE followed by
Christmas Tea
25 Dec CHRISTMAS DAY - Service for all ages 10.30am
1 Jan NEW YEARS DAY - 10.30am Stephen Caley
No Late Afternoon / Evening Service
8 Jan EPIPHANY SUNDAY
10.30am  Service arranged locally
4.30pm CAFE WORSHIP
15 Jan 10.30am Revd. Norman Davis
No Late Afternoon/ Evening Service
22 Jan CHRISTIAN UNITY
10.30am Revd. Martin Davis
4.30pm TEA TABLE SERVICE
29 Jan 10.30am Stephen Caley
No Late Afternoon/Evening Service
EVENTS & MEETINGS
Monday 5th & 12th Dec - open from 10.30am - 2pmGQGoifee and Lunch
Christmas Menu available - Christmas Shopping
Monday 19th & 26th Dec and 2 Jan - closed (resumndglonday 9 Januaryj
Wednesday Lunch at 12.45am 7 Dec & 14 Dec (Christinuach)
NO LUNCH on 21 & 28 Dec - resumes on Wednesday¥(Baoking
Essential)
NO QUIET DAY IN DECEMBER - Next on Tuesday 17 Jalain - 3pm -
Lunch Provided - Let us know you are coming!
Tea & Chat Tuesday 20 Dec - out to lunch in Aldeibur
NO TEA & CHAT IN JANUARY
OPEN DAY at Pam & Stephen’s on New Year’s Day frbripm
Lunch food from 1pm - Tea & Cake from 3pm
OPEN INVITATION TO ALL TO JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THREW
YEAR.




The monthly newsletter for the churches of the
Woodbridge section of the Ipswich Methodist Circuit

WOODBRIDGE, FRAMLINGHAM, ORFORD

MINISTERS:
Woodbridge Rev. Martin Dawes
13 Grundisburgh Road,
Woodbridge, IP12 4HJ
Tel: Church (01394) 388617, Manse 383674
Email:minister@woodbridgemethodistchurch.org.uk
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14 Crown Street, Stowmarket IP14 1HX
Tel: 01449 775384
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Tel: (01394) 450676

Contact details for the churches are:-
WOODBRIDGE: Mr Brian Munday

Lei-Wei, 12 Magnolia Drive, Rendlesham,

Woodbridge, IP12 2GB. 01394 460733

Website: www.woodbridgemethodistchurch.org.uk

ORFORD: Mr Stephen Caley

“Andora”, School Road,

Sudbourne P12 2BE 01394 450676
FRAMLINGHAM: Mrs Linda Anderson

10 Dove Close

Debenham , IP14 6RR 01728 860620

N.B. Items for the February Link must be in no later than Sunday
15 January 2012. Please use the box provided inetivestibule at
Woodbridge church or send to Brian Crowe.

E-mail: link.articles@btopenworld.com
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